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bribing, under various specious names, the people of
one Christian state not to interfere with them when
they made war with another. Moreover, Arabian wealth
and profuseness in gifts made a visit from a poor
mountaineer seem like going to a perfect mine of
riches. Ruy Velasquez, however, gave the poor old
count the "letters of Bellerophon," which, says the
chronicle, were written for him in Arabic by " a Moor
who spoke the Roman tongue/ and who was imme-
diately put to death lest he should betray the secret,
namely, that the father should be at once put to death,
and that the Moors should make an inroad, when
Velasquez would betray the seven brothers into their
hands, and desired that all should be beheaded, telling
Al Mans our that they were the strength of Castille.
This was not the Al Hajib's fashion of making war,
and he merely detained the count as a captive. Ruy
Velasquez, however, mustered his forces for an attack
on the Moors, and the Infants of Lara joined him,
though not without warnings from their wise old tutor
Nufio Salido, who suspected treachery.
At Almenaz, Velasquez and his troops deserted them
in the midst of a battle, leaving them and two hundred
horse alone among the whole Moorish army, and re-
fusing to succour them, or let anyone else go to their
aid. After desperate fighting, six were made prisoners,
Fernando, the eldest, having fallen. The Moors at
first treated them honourably; but Ruy Velasquez
went to the two chiefs and declared that Al Mansour
intended these youths to be slain, and would punish
those who spared their lives. Therefore they were all
massacred, and Nuno Salido with them: their heads
were cut off and sent to Cordova.
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